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Sea Millsis Bristol’s prized Garden Suburb, built ‘in the
aftermath of the First World War to provide “homes for
heroes”[as] a planned estate of cottage style dwellings in a
landscaped environment’,to quote Bristol’s own Local Plan
Conservation Area description.

But what makes it unique is the very special landscape around
it. The Local Development Plan Map shows how Sea Mills and
Coombe Dingle are an island in a seaof green.Our two
Conservation Areas (part of Coombe Dingle is in the vast
Kingsweston & Coombe Dingle Conservation Area) are only
part of a high quality landscape stretching from Penpole Point
in the west to Brentry and beyond the Trym in the east,and

from Blaise in the north down to the Somerset bank of the Avon.
Within this stunning landscape,Napier Miles and our  WW1
City Fathers created a new life for a multitude of deserving
families — each man and wife in their fruitful garden or
spanking new kitchen,and each child surrounded by a natural
playground within healthy walking distance (cf issue 17,p 3).

All this landscape is protected by some of the most stringent
planninglaws.It includesareas of nature,wildlife,landscape and
historic value – otherwise it would have been builtover a long
time ago. As an indicatorof the mostsignificant turning point in
working-class history is not the Sea Mills Conservation Area as
much part of our heritage as the scenery that surrounds it?

(NB:If you are carrying out development always check official maps and documents when contemplating planning submissions)
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