
v The Napier Miles Co venants
respected and remaining in force,
v No changes to road layout nor
any additional roads added,not
even ‘mini’ culs-de-sac,
v Infrastructure considerations taken
into account from the beginning,
v Funding from other sources
sought to preserve the Sea Mills
Garden Suburb Conservation Area,
v All residents of Sea Mills properly
consulted and involved in decision-
making throughout,
v Experts engaged to represent us,
v No demolition of pr ivate houses,
v No purchase of privately owned
garden areas,
v Every tenant having the right to
stay in Sea Mills should they wish,
v Every tenant having the right to
stay in their own home or repaired
or rebuilt home should they wish.

What w e aim to do:
v Oppose the Council’s plans to pack
as many extra houses & Xats into the
PRC area of Sea Mills as they can,
v Campaign to have our PRC houses
repaired/replaced on a one-for-one
basis with no open land being built on ,
v Protect the Conservation Area,
v Protect the Napier Miles Covenants,
v Persuade the Council to properly
involve the residents of Sea Mills in
decision making,
v Engage legal and other profession-
al assistance in these aims,
v Keep Sea Mills residents informed
on Council plans for the PRC Area.

Find out mor e:
For the latest news come to ourOpen
Meeting on Tuesday 27 June,7.30pm
at High Gro ve Hall.
Events are moving rapidly.The Open

Meeting will upda te the current
situation – including any progress
on the Council’ s plans,and will
report on fur ther discussions Stake-
holder Group members etc have
had, such as with constituency MPs.

How you can help:
You can help directly by giving your
time and joining our Stakeholder Group.
The more people actively involved in

our campaign the more the Council

will have to take note.If you have
particular skills, so much the better,
but we welcome all who are willing
to help however they can.
Please leave your name and detailsat

the Open Meeting,or tel 3737904 to
get involved sooner.

Suppor t our fund-raising:
Whether you can help directly or
not, we ask everyone to support our
fundraising. We will have more
infor mation at the Open Meeting on
what the money will be used for and
how much is needed.

Please give as generously as you can.

cont’d from p 2
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would like to suggest a petition by the
residents of Sea Mills to uphold the

Napier Miles Co venants on restricted
housing density in this area.

JC,Tr ymside
Thanks for an attractive idea. Ed

oes anyone worry about what kind
of people will be put into the extra

houses proposed by the Council? I have
lived here over 40 years and in that time
seen standards of behaviour fall lower
than I ever thought possible.An example
is recent events reported in the media.
Also SeaMills park is being fenced yet
again and even before the work has been
Wnished it has already been vandalised,
thus rendering it completely useless. I
dread to think how much it has cost us.

On another point, we had a wonderful
Flower Show dur ing the 1990s, with a
popular spinoV, the Gardening Club. It
was the best thing to happen herein years
and only shows that gardens should be
encouraged and supported. Not trampled
on by being compulsorily purchased just

so huge families out of control can plan
their anti-social behaviour where you
used to have a quiet breather in your shed
after a healthy stint of double digging.

If the Council’ s recent development at
Hor Weld is anything to go by, ‘Sea’ Mills
will be a ‘sea’of tarmac and Xesh-pink
concrete brickettes, instead of a ‘sea’of
the Xowers, garden produce and tree-
lined avenues we love to live with.

Sea Mills gardener 
The Project hopes its June Open Meeting
will include reference to the social problems
that can surround denser living conditions.
Regarding the park fence,our request was

answered by Housing promptly, but the new
one isn’t up to the (admittedlydifficult) task.Ed

s Bristol Housing Department’s limited
consultation with its PRC tenants etc

has proceededover the last two years it’s
now clear that ‘consultation’ means ‘we’ll
talk to you only when we feel like it’.
This is in marked contrast to procedures

Barnados (acting as agency for central
Government) adopted when they under-
took to develop the SureStart children’s
centre on West Parade.

For example,a range of local people,
including ‘client’ parents,were drawn
into the process right from the start.
They were involved (relied upon, even)

in meetings to agree the nature of the
task, thrash out guidelines and draw up
objectives. They helped write the brief,
Wnd a suitable site,and choose the
architects they felt were right for the job.
Need I say more? Get a grip, Bristol.

Conservation Area resident

was interested to see the article about
speeding traY c in Westbury Lane. As

a resident of Westbury Lane I would
certainly have signed the petition for
some action to be taken to reduce the
speed of traY c using the lane.
I witnessed an accident last year (I can’t

remember the date) at the junction of
Westbury Lane and Elberton Road. A car
ran into the back of another turning
right into Elber ton; nobody was hurt. I
will repor t any other accidents I see.

Regards, Phil White
This would be a service to the community. Ed

@ @ @L E T T E R S? ? ?

Hi,I’m Nicola Glanville the Community Sports
Development Officer for North Bristol.I came
into post in December 2005 and am trying
to get myself known in the area.I previously
worked at Bath University as a Children’s
Sports Development Officer.

If you have any ideas or projects you would
like to discuss please tel 07795315261 or
emailnicola_glanville@bristol-city.gov.uk

D

Please suppor t us…

St Edyth’s Church Centre
Avonleaze, Sea Mills

Wednesday 6pm
Everybody welcome —

Just pop in or phone Janice

0 1 1 7  9 7 9 9 7 4 4

TAI CHI & CHI KUNG CLASSES
Health, Relaxation and Martial  

Over 16s – all levels

Sea Mills Community Centre Fridays 7-8.30
Tel Richard on 9850245 / 07861660175

I

I

Working to gether w e can make 
Sea Mills the place w e want it to be .
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Two of Brunel’s most famous ships,the
ss Great Britain and ss Great Western,
would have been towed right past Sea Mills
on their way to the Atlantic,but did the
man himself ever come here? It’s quite
possible.In his line of work he’d often meet
local businessmen and politicians.While
Brunel was working on the ss Great
Western,the MP for Bristol was Philip
John Miles,of nearby Kings Weston House.
He might have invited the engineer to his
home,who knows?  After dining heartily
they could have strolled on Kingsweston
Hill to admire the woodland and fields of
Coombe Dingle and Sea Mills Farm.

As part of the programme of educational
events planned for Brunel 200,writer Eugene
Byrne and I created a ‘graphic biography’ –
a comic book account of Isambard’s life and
times,aimed at an audience aged 11 and over.
We had worked together before,on a comic
about Bristol’s folklore called ‘St.Vincent’s
Rock’,but this was a much bigger project. At
a hundred pages and nearly 400 illustrations
it felt like such an enormous undertaking
even Brunel himself would have approved! 
The usual method of creating a comic

book is for the writer to produce a script,
similar to a movie screenplay,which the
artist uses as a basis for the drawings.In our
case we had several meetings beforehand
to work out the rough shape the story
would take.Eugene then emailed me ten or
twenty pages of script at a time and we
would go through these together before I
began drawing.Eugene is a novelist,journal-
ist and historian,and his script was as funny
and erudite as any I’d read.It used humour,
diagrams,maps and dramatic action sequences
to convey historical and scientific facts in
an entertaining and engaging way. All I had
to do was draw it, a process which took
about six months altogether.

For a historical subject like this,I needed
a huge amount of reference material.Both
Eugene and Brunel 200 researcher Melanie
Kelly provided me with useful images,but
there were still gaps to fill.Luckily,I live just
down the road from Sea Mills Library,and I
found enough books there to give me
everything I needed for the illustrations.
It’s not only its Library which has made Sea

Mills a good place to work. After long days
drawing bridges and railways,it helped to be
close to beautiful countryside. And while I
drew Brunel’s ships,it was inspirationalto walk
down to the signal station and stand by the
same stretch of water where those vessels
began their maiden voyages. Simon Gurr

Sea Mills Flower Show
T he Sea M il ls F lower Show
Committee held a Wnal meeting on
Monday 8 May. Unfor tunately they
have been unable to Wnd anyone
willing to lead them in organising
any future Flower Show.

It is worth remembering the ten ex-
cellent community-based Shows which
took place 1994-2003.They were major
events in the local calendar, with oppor-
tunities to revisit the skills and interests
of this Garden Suburb being so ably
displayed at the Flower Show. Perhaps
the car and the dvd have now replaced
interest in gardens locally?

Remaining funds will go to a range
of charities and groups operating in this
area.The Show trophies, however, are
being retained just in case a revival
becomes possible and this event can
Xower again! G&JMcF

La te  Ne ws  i n  B r i e f
Some people are worried about the grassing
over of flower beds on the Square and
have phoned the Parks Department.But
Gary Brentnall,manager for our area,said this
was because the bushes were old and the soil
needs regenerating before any more planting
is done. They plan to wait until next year and
then make new beds.Gary will welcome local
community ideas when the time comes. FW

St Edyth’s Church was keen to buythe toilets on
the Square for youth/community work,and bid £10,000.
Auction bidding was fierce & it went for £15000! All eyes
will be on what the new owners do with the site. GS

Scouts Summer Fair is Sat 1st July 2pm
at Scout Hut. To join tel9683447. IC

At the February meeting of the Sea Mills
Community Action Forum concerns were
raised about the burger van on Sea Mills
Square.The meeting was advised to con-
tact Ms Naylor at the local Housing Office.
Few have made the effort, however!

Most of us know of fast food vans on
trading estates during daylight,but we don’t
expect them outside our front door 7 days
a week from late pm until the early hours
of the morning.It wouldn’t be permitted in
Sneyd Park,so one must assume the coun-
cil think we are second-class citizens.

Government drives to promote healthy
eating have included a wealth of publicity
about obesity,particularly in children,yet
Bristol encourages junk food by permitting
the van – which invariably starts trading with
children coming out from school.

I have yet to meet anyone who is in favour
of this van;but Bristol will do nothing unless
you make your voice heard. All it needs is a
quick note saying you want ridof the van.If
you care about your environment,write now.

John Densem,Shirehampton Rd
Apologies for shortening this due to space. Ed

Our next edition will be Autumn;
please note the deadline will be

13 October 2006

Summer hols on the horizon and you need
to amuse the kids. With 6 long weeks ahead
we all need something Fun,Local and Free!   
…Sea Mills Library has the answer:
• Under 5s ‘Romp and Stomp’oVers 15fun
packed minutes of action,rhymes and high
energy dance,star ts Tues 1Aug 10.30-10.45.
All are welcome and its free to join in!       
• Ages 7-11, ‘Chatterboox’ is a monthly club
for book/poetry-mad youngsters to express
their views through a variety of mediums –
magazines and computers are just two.Star ts
12 June 3.45 - 4.45pm (free goodie pack
for every member).
• In our ‘Summer Reading Scheme’for ages
6-12your mission is to read six books, collect
stickers and free gifts, and run riot through
the reader board!  Your reward? – certiWcates,
medals, and a chance to win fantastic prizes
including football tickets and family days out.

Full pro gr ammes of ev ents are on
oVer f or the holida ys from June .
To register for any of the above activities –

tel:Sea Mills Library 0117 9038555.

his year’s bicentennial celebrations of Brunel’s birth mean his
stovepipe hat is everywhere ;around Bristol,on television and in the
press.Now The Community Voice is adding a few more column inches

about the world’s best-known engineer and adopted Bristolian…

Sea Mills-based artist Simon Gurr’s evocation of
ss Great Britain’s first trip down the Avon in 1844

library jottings


